Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-III: Description of Subtests*
The Verbal scales measure verbal fluency, verbal memory abilities, and the degree to which a person has benefited from education.
	Vocabulary: Students define words of increasing difficulty and their major uses.  Measures general overall verbal knowledge
	Similarities: Student identifies similarities between pairs of objects or concepts.  It is a measure of concept formation.
	Arithmetic: A timed test.  Shows how the student computes mathematical problems without paper and pencil.  Measures auditory processing, numerical reasoning and attention to task.
	Digit Span: Students are asked to repeat forward and backward a series of digits of increasing length.  Measures auditory recall and attention.  Also measures working memory and the ability to make mental manipulations.  Low scores may also suggest anxiety.
	Information: An indication of how observant and experienced the student is in the world around him/her.  Indicates the student’s fund of general verbal knowledge about the world.  This is influenced by education.
	Comprehension: Measures the response to common-sense questions.  An indication of problem-solving, social knowledge, and practical judgment.

The Performance scales measure visual-motor ability, ability to work in concrete situations, work quickly, and evaluate visuospatial information.  These are much less influenced by education.
	Picture Completion: The student identifies what parts are missing in a picture.  Measures visual acuity, alertness, logical reasoning, and perceptual vigilance.  The student must pay attention to detail, differentiating the essential from nonessential detail.
	Digit Symbol/Coding: A timed paper and pencil task.  The student replicates a specific code pattern, which provides a measure of the speed of learning and of the ability to solve problems involving spatial relationships.  Measures the ability to work well under pressure and dexterity in eye-hand coordination.
	Block Design: The student arranges blocks to duplicate a two-dimensional design.  Measures abstract thinking and nonverbal problem-solving.  Student uses visuospatial skills to analyze a pattern into component parts.  This task requires self-management and self-correction.  It is usually correlated with general intelligence.
	Matrix Reasoning: The student is presented with colored matrixes with a part missing and is asked to select the missing part from a set of five options.  Measures pattern completion, analogy, classification, and serial reasoning.  Student uses perceptual reasoning, analogic reasoning, spatial ability, attention to detail, and concentration.
	Picture Arrangement: The student arranges a series of pictures into a sequence so that they tell a sensible story.  Measures visual-perceptual skill, social understanding, sequencing ability, cause-and-effect relationships, and integration of thinking.  Student is required to look at parts and organize it into a coherent whole.

*Adapted from J. Greenbaum & G. Markel (2001), adolescents with ADHD and/or LD.

